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Numb. 16 


THE 


VISIONS 
Sit Heilter Ryley: 


WITH OTHER 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 





Monday September 25. 


1710. 





From Grefham-College, Bifhopfgate- 


ftreet, September 22. 


The Continuation of the Difcourfe 
touching the firft Original of Gene- 
ration, 


ROM what has been alrea- 
dy laid down on this Subject, 
. I made it appear to the Gen- 
tlemen, with whom I was 
difputing, that there is a great De- 
fect in the Syftem of Anaxagoras. 
The Principles are compos’d of Mat- 
ter and Form,and confequently have 
not the Simplicity and ogee | 
which Order requires. This Defe 
I told them could not with any Co- 
lour of Reafon be removed, by fup- 
pofing that the Intelligence which 
prefides over Generations, docs ne- 
ver fuffer them to be deftroyed.Here 
the Gentlemen produced feveral Ar- 
guments to confute me; but1 thought 


them fo weak, that it was not worth 
my while to allow them any room 
in this Half Sheet. ‘Therefore I far- 
ther urg’d, was it not a fufficient In- 
conventency, that of their own Na- 
ture they were fubjeét to Corruption, 
and could not be preferved from it, 
but by a Privilege ; or to fay better, 
by a Miracle ? I fhall here take no 
Notice of their great Number,which 
is alfo a notable Defeét ; for it is ef- 
fential to a good Syftem, that a very 
fmall quantity of Caufes fhould pro- 
duce a vaft many Effects. Lucretiug 
did not think ofa Objection, which 
might have ruined the whole Foun- 
dation of Amaxagoras’s Hypothefis. 
That Philofopher’s Motive in the 
Suppofition of his Homxomerix or 
Homegencities, was, that no Being 
is made out of Nothing ; and if hav- 
ing been Earth, it fhould ceaf to 
be Earth, it would be annihilated.’ 
It muft then be made of what is 
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Deftruétion or Corruption, the Cafe 
is plain, it muft of Neceflity reduce 
or diffolve it felt into Parts that are 
Earth. According to this Hypothe- 
fis, I told them, there was no Gene- 
ration nor Corruption properly fo 
call'd ; no Birth nor Death: Neither 
could the Produétion af a Plant be 
any thing elf but rhe jumbling to- 
gether of feveral {mall Plants. The 
Deftruction of a Flower was nothing 
but the Separation and Difperfion of 
feveral Flowers. Here the Genrle- 
men continucd to maintain the Opi- 
nion of an ancient Philofopher, who 
affirm’d, that the fimpleit Food, as 
Bread and Water, is converted into 
Hair, Veins, Arteries, Nerves, Bones, 
&e. and that confequently there mutt 
be littic Hairs, Veins,Arteries, Gc. in 


Bread and Water, which (faid they) 
our Senfes do not difcover, -but they 
are not invifible to our Reafon or 
Underftanding. My Anfwer was to 
the Gentlemen, that it was plain they 
went upon a falfé Suppotition, to 


wit, that fomething could be made 
out of nothing, If the Parts of Bread 
(faid 1) that fupply the Veins with 
Nourifhment had not the Nature of 
Veins in the Bread it felf ; I wonder 
that Perfons of {0 refined Partsas you 
are fhould argue in fuch an abfurd 
manner. Can you not apprehend 
that an Engine is not made out o 
nothing,tho’ it be fram’d with Mate- 
nals that are not an Engine? Do 
not three Lines, none of which isa 
Triangle, make a Triangle? Is it 
not futhcient that they fhould be 
placed in a certain manner? Is nota 
Royal Crown compofed of fyeral 


pieces of Gold and Jewels, none of 
which is a Crown? Is there any 
Creation in this? Since then in ar- 
tificial things the bare changing of 
the Figure and Situation of Parts, is 
fufhcient to form a Whole, which,as 
to its {pecics and Properties, differs 
from every one of its Parts. Could 
nor you (faid I to the Gentlemen) 
conceive, that Nature, which intt- 
nitely exceeds ali human Skill, can 
form Nerves and Cartilages, with- 
out knitting together Parts which are 
already Nerves and Cartilages, and 
that it needs only work upon fuch 
Particles as are capable of admitting 
fuch or fuch a Situation or Figure ? 
By this means, without any Creation 
properly fo call’d, that which was 
no Mutcle, will become a Mutfcie. 





From my cwn Apartment, 
September 23. 


BEiss frefh and gay in the Even- 
ing (which is not ufual with Aw. 
thors) after having {pent a whole 
Day in Writing Leflons of Morali- 
ty, I wifh'd to die in the aQual fru- 
ition of thofe Divine Pleafures. No- 
thing feems to me more fuitable to 
the Life I live, than to make my 
Exit in the midft of thofe commen- 
dable Practices. Neither would I 
have any think, [ am of the Opinion 
of Ovid, for leaving the World in 
wanton Embraces. I do not believe 
that Lais the Courtizan, who died in 
the Manner that Poet call'd fo hape- 
PY defir'd that Fare. His Writings 
of Love are the obfceneft age we 
ave 
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have of Antiquity, except one lately 
writ by a Rake of the World, whom 
I fhall not mention; all bis Mufes 
are fo foul. In Ovid's Writings we 
do not meet with the rank Expretti- 
ons of Catullus, Horace and Martial ; 
nor the Scandals of the Vice againit 
Nature, of which thofe three Poets 
{peak fo freely : But the Quaintnefs, 
the choice of Terms that Ovid has 
affected, renders his Works the more 
dangcrous to the prefent Witty Age, 
in regard they give a very intelligi- 
ble and handfome tugn, to all the 
moft uncomely Adiions and inde- 
cency of Amours. He does not lay 
his Maxims down as borrowed from 
others, but as having practisd the 
indecent Act himfelf. It’s true in 
that Poet’s Apology, which he drew 
in the Time of his Banifhment, he 
protefted he had not committed the 
Things he defcrib’d. and that his 
Head had a greater fhare in thofe 
Defcriptions than his Heart: He 
boafts that he had engaged in no 
Love Intrigues which could afford 
caufe ‘for Diftraétion ; and that a- 
mong the common People, he had 
given none of them occalion to 
doubt their being Fathers of their 
Vives Children. ‘To reconcile this 
with the 19th Elogy of the fecond 
Book De Amoribus, we muft conceive 
that what he fays there of himéelf, is 
a Fidtion of the Mind. He there 
exhorts his She-Friend’s Husbands 
to be Jealous, and not to rob him by 
his Indolence, of the choicelt Sweets 
of his good Fortune: He would 
have that Man not be a contented 
Husband, but aRival. Ir is certain, 
that a great many Poets reprefent 


their Fortunate Adventures of this 
Nature, which are only Fictions of 
the Brain; but we are ata Lofs to 
know whether this is Ovid's Cafe, or 
not. We lie attoo great a diftance 
from the Age in which he liv’d, and 
we can’t doubt but that fome Peo- 
le,- when call'd in queftion, will 
oalt of their Innocence, tho’ they 
are Guilty. He owns in feveral Pla- 
ces of his Works, that the two Cau- 
fes of his Mifery were, that he had 
compiled Books of the Art of Love, 
and had feen fomething : He does 
not tll us what it was he faw, but 
gives us to know, That his Books 
contributed lef§ to his Difgrace than 
that did: For he fuppofes, that up- 
on his complaining to Love, that 
after labouring to enlarge its Em- 
pire, he could obtain no other Re- 
ward, but that of being Banifh’d in- 
to a Country of Barbarians : he fup- 
pofes, | fay, that upon this his Com- 
aint, Love made anfwer, You 
eae very well that was not the 
thing that did you moft harm. He 
repeats in feveral Places the fame 
Complaint of having fen, without 
Defign, the Crime of another ; and 
declares, That ‘tis not lawful for 
him torcveal the Myftery. Offers 
have been made ro constvone what 
it was ; and the more filent Ovid was, 
the greater Itch there has been to 
penetrate into the Secret. Some 
perfwade themfelves, that he furpri- 
zed dAuguftus in the faming Crime of 
Lying with Fulia his Daughter, and 
confirm this their Thought by 2 
Paflage of Suetonius, from which 
they pretend to gather, that Caligula 
defpis'd his Mother, as being {prung 
from 
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from Agyftus’s Inceft with Julia, 
Certain tt is that Suetonius relates, 
That Caligu/a would not own /grip- 
p+ for his Grandfather by the Mo- 
ther-fide : He thought he was of too 
meana Rank for that Charaéter, 
and aflirm’d, That his Mother was 
the Daughter of the Emperor 4ugu- 
flus and Julia ; which did not move 
him to any difregard to his Mother 
Agrippina ; for on the contrary, he 
would have defpis'd her, if he had 
thought fhe had been lawfully Born. 
The Abbot de Mozelles having faid, 
‘Tha Ovid furprizd suguftus uling 


his Daughter Julia with too great 
Privacy, adds, upon the Teftimon 

of Suetonius, That "twas believ'd, 
that the Mother of Caligula {prang 
from the inceftious Embraces of Fu- 


lia and suguftus. 1 {peak of this 
Poet and make Remarks upon him, 
becaufe Pieces of this kind fet forth 
in bright Characters the Obfcenities 
of fome Mens Minds, which gives a 
becoming Ornament to Modefty, 
and fhews the meaneft Reader the 
Diftinétions there are between the 
one and the other. It is the repre- 
fenting of Vertue and Vice upon one 
Stage and in one AG, which fhews 
the Audience the true Beauties and 
Deformitiesof both. Were I dying, 
and had as many Sons and Daugh. 
teas as Fob, weeping about my Bed ; 
‘would drefs up Humility and Va- 
nity in as fine Colours as my Genius 
was capable of deciphering, and bid 
them with my laft Breath,view thofe 
two Images in every Lineament, as 
they were figur'd out, and fee which 


of them they thought in their Opi- 
nion was moft commendable, and 
take that for their particular Favo- 
rite, Which they admir'd for its 
Charms, to be the Companion of 
their Lives, and the Model of their 
— after I had bid them fare- 
wel. 





— 


The following Epiftle, being an 
Encomium upon our Work, it is 
thought proper to publifh ir. 


To Sir Heifter Ryley, Knighe. 
STR, 

[tT is not my Talent to be ufeful in 
my Generation, as having neither 
Wealth nor Parts futhcient, to fhine 
bright enough to the World to any 
Perfection: Yet I cannot but ap- 
plaud you upon account of your be- 
ing fo ferviceable to the Age, in re- 
commending all Perfons of Merit, 

and making Vertue neceflary, this is” 
what ought to be the aim of every 
Author ; but I think nonebefore you 
ever thought of away, to bring Se- 
rioufnefs and Temperance into Hou- 
fes of Lewdnef3, and there affaule 
the Licentious and the Wanton in 
the height of their Vanity. I am 
leas’d when I hear old People of 
hreefcore read your Letters, and 
fee the Miftrefles of Pleafirre atten- 
tive to what you fay in praife of 
Modefty. In purfuing this Defign, 
you'll always be os De tes, 
and can never be at a s for Sub- 

jeéts to entertain the Reader. 

Tours, &c. 





